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The Migrant Education Program, or MEP, has provided support to help meet the unique educational and
social needs of over 300,000 migratory students since its establishment by the United States Department
of Education in 1966. Who qualifies as a migratory student? The MEP is a supplemental program that
focuses on serving students whose families move or migrate in search of agricultural or fishing work. For
MEP purposes, these families are considered migratory families.
The MEP is often mistaken for immigrant as a program that is here to serve immigrants simply because
the word migrant appears in both. The MEP does not focus on the language spoken by the family or the
family's residency status. The MEP may assist any migratory child from birth to age 21 who does not
have a US-issued high school diploma or high school equivalency, or HSE. The MEP supports not only
students who are enrolled in a school district, but also students who have never enrolled in school, such
as children under the age of five or out-of-school youth.
How does a student qualify for the MEP? To qualify, a student or someone in the child's household must
have engaged in a seasonal or temporary agricultural job, which must have lasted less than 12 months.
The MEP calls these individuals who engage in qualifying work migratory workers.
The migratory worker must have moved or traveled across district boundaries and lived away from the
home while engaging in the work. In addition, the migratory worker must have done this work and made
the move because of economic necessity. Moving and engaging in the qualifying work starts the
qualification for the MEP.
When do migratory families move? Because agricultural and fishing work may be seasonal or temporary,
many migratory workers secure new jobs throughout the school year as work becomes available. They
may move away from their home district for weeks at a time during the school year, move only during
school breaks, or move over several weekends. Moves over summer vacation may cause migratory
students to enroll in school late or withdraw before the school year ends.
It is important to note that if a child moves across school district lines with a qualified migratory worker,
the child may be eligible for the Migrant Education Program. It is also important to remember that when
children enrolled in school move with the worker, the moves may impact their education.
So how does the MEP help migratory students? Frequent migratory moves could result in gaps in the
student's education and, for migratory high school students, a delay in earning necessary credits. The
MEP works to identify a student's educational gaps created by the pattern of migratory moves, then
coordinates or provides support to help close those gaps. For more information about how the MEP
supports migratory students, watch the video titled "How Does the MEP Assist Migratory Students?"
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